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ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

BUNNINGS COMMUNITY SPORT VOLUNTEER AWARD

The Bunnings Community Sport Volunteer Award recognises the volunteers who are
the backbone of community sport across Aotearoa New Zealand.

Presented as part of the ISPS Handa Halberg Awards, this Award celebrates
individuals whose generosity, commitment and leadership have made a meaningful
difference to their sporting community.

While the Halberg Awards celebrate sporting excellence at the highest level, this
Award recognises the volunteers and community leaders whose contribution helps
create the opportunities and pathways that allow New Zealanders to participate,
develop and thrive through sport.

NOMINEES OF THIS AWARD MUST:

+ Be an individual who makes, or has made, a positive contribution to community
sport in New Zealand through volunteering.

« Demonstrate commitment to creating positive sporting experiences and
opportunities for New Zealanders.

« Have made a significant contribution to community sport, with demonstrated
impact during the period 1 November 2025 to 31 October 2026.

« Demonstrate a willingness to support and encourage participation, inclusion and
positive experiences within their sporting community.

- Demonstrate behaviours that contribute to safe, respectful and positive sporting
environments.

« Meet the conditions of entry for the Award.

« Nominees will be invited to formally accept their nomination ahead of the finalist
announcement. As part of this process, nominees will be required to consent to a
Police Check (or equivalent) and provide media consent.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

« Submitting a nomination is free, there is no monetary charge to enter.



« You may not nominate yourself. Nominations can only be made by individuals or
organisations on behalf of the nominated person. Any nominations made by the
nominee will be deemed invalid.

« Nominees must be over the age of 18 on 1 October 2026.

« Nominees must be a New Zealand Citizen or hold a Resident or Permanent
Resident Visa.

« For the purposes of this Award, a volunteer is an individual who is unpaid
and freely contributes their time, skills and effort to support community sport and
create positive opportunities for participation and development. Demonstrated a
commitment to creating inclusive sporting environments where people of all ages,
backgrounds and abilities can participate and thrive.

« This may include coaching, mentoring, officiating, administration, governance,
organising, fundraising, facility support or other contributions that demonstrate a
commitment to building stronger, more connected communities through sport,
creating opportunities for participation, belonging and positive experiences for
others.

« Examples of eligible nominees include volunteers who coach, officiate, administer,
govern, organise, mentor, support participation programmes, maintain facilities,
coordinate events, raise funds, or otherwise contribute significantly to the success
of community sport.

« Nominations must be received between 1 October 2026 and 31 October 2026,
11:59pm

« Nominations can only be submitted online via the Halberg Foundation website.

« Support with the technical aspect of making a nomination can be sought from the
Halberg Foundation team; however, the content of the nomination must solely be
written by the person or organisation making the nomination.

« Finalists selected should be able to attend the ISPS Handa Halberg Awards on 17
February 2027. Inability to attend does not disqualify entry.

« Finalists may be required to take part in photography and filming in their
community and at the Halberg Awards. Photography and filming may be used by
Halberg Foundation and its partners for promotional purposes.

« The Halberg Foundation reserves the right to amend the conditions of entry at
any time at their discretion.

« In future, former winners of the Bunnings Community Sport Volunteer Award will
not be eligible for future Awards, however previous finalists may be nominated
again.

« Halberg Foundation Staff, Board Members, Trustees or Youth Council members
are not eligible to submit nominations or to be nominated.

« Employees of Bunnings Group (New Zealand) are not eligible to be nominated.

« The Halberg Foundation reserves the right at any point to remove a nomination
that may bring the Halberg Awards or partners of the Awards into disrepute.

« All content and files submitted as part of a nomination may be used by the
Halberg Foundation for promotional purposes.

FINALIST VERIFIGATION PROGESS

Prior to being confirmed as a finalist, shortlisted nominees will be required to
participate in a verification process conducted by the Halberg Foundation. This
process may include:



« Verification by an independent third party (such as a club, sport organisation,
education provider or community organisation) confirming the nominee's
volunteer contribution and involvement in community sport.

« Confirmation that the nominee is aged 18 years or over.

« Confirmation that the nominee is a New Zealand Citizen or holds a Resident or
Permanent Resident Visa.

« Confirmation that the nominee's contribution is undertaken in a voluntary and
unpaid capacity.

« Completion of a Police Vetting process (or equivalent background check) to the
satisfaction of the Halberg Foundation.

« Provision of any additional information or documentation reasonably requested by
the Halberg Foundation to verify eligibility.

HOW WILL THE FINALISTS AND WINNERS BE DETERMINED?

Eligible nominations will be divided up into four key regions:
« Auckland Region
« Upper & Central North Island
« Lower North Island
+ South Island

« Nominations will be shared with regional judging panels in each key region.

« One Finalist will typically be selected from each region. However, these are
guidelines only and where there are two exceptional nominations of equal merit
from the same region, the Halberg Foundation reserves the right to select
additional finalists.

« Regional judging panels may consider both the nominee's impact during the
eligibility period and their broader contribution to community sport when
determining finalists.

« A National Judging Panel will convene to review the four finalists and will vote to
choose one winner of the Bunnings Community Sport Volunteer Award.

THE NATIONAL JUDGING PANEL WILL BE:

« Halberg Foundation CE (Tom Smith)

« Halberg Youth Council representative (TBC)

« Halberg Foundation Board representative (TBC)
« Sporting representative (TBC)

The Bunnings Community Sport Volunteer Award will be presented to the winner at
the ISPS Handa Halberg Awards, Spark Arena Auckland on 17 February 2027.



REGION GUIDELINES

REGION1 Auckland Region
« Auckland only

REGION 2 Upper & Central North Island
« Northland, Waikato, Bay of Plenty, Taranaki, Gisborne, Hawke’s Bay

REGION 3 Lower North Island
« Manawati-Whanganui, Wellington, Wairarapa, Tasman (if applicable)

REGION 4 South Island

« Entire South Island

AWARD JUDGING CRITERIA
10 POINTS: IMPACT

« Describe the difference this volunteer has made through their contribution to
community sport.

10 POINTS: COMMITMENT

« Describe the dedication, consistency and passion this volunteer has demonstrated
in supporting community sport. Whilst there must be demonstrable contribution
during the period 1 November 2025 to 31 October 2026, commitment over a
longer period of time will be considered by the judges.

10 POINTS: COMMUNITY

« Describe how this volunteer has strengthened and supported their sporting
community.

10 POINTS: LEADERSHIP

« Describe how this volunteer has demonstrated leadership, inspired and developed
others, built capability within their club or organisation, and created lasting
impact that extends beyond their own involvement.
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